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out in his references to Joao da Nova, Francisco de Tavora,
and Diogo Mendes himself. Even of Antonio Real and his
friends he makes no sweeping denunciations, and the worst
that we know about this group we do not learn from him.
More than once he tells the King that he does not like accusing
people, and a study of his letters convinces one that he was
sincere. But this distaste for back-biting was more useful
to his enemies than to himself.

At Court the envious backed up the discontented. The
Governorship of India was an honour which more than one
fidalgo felt might worthily be vested in himself. All these
suggested to the King that a change was due. It is im-
probable that D. Manuel ever supposed Albuquerque to be
the villain that his enemies made out. At the same time
the King appears to have been a remarkably poor judge of
men. He took personal pride in Albuquerque's victories,
but either he imagined that they were Heaven's reward for
his own merit, or else he thought that anyone could do as
much. Nothing else can explain why a would-be Emperor
of the East should contemplate exchanging an Afonso de
Albuquerque for a Lopo Scares.

Lopo Soares de Albergaria had no real wish to go abroad.
He had a very pleasant " quinta " at Torres Vedras, and two
daughters whom he was loth to leave; besides, he had epilep-
tic fits. He aspired to be Governor of India purely in order
to gratify his vanity and satisfy a petty spite, for Lopo
Soares hated Albuquerque for reasons not on record. His
powerful kinsman, the Barao de Alvito, was pulling strings
at Court. The baron was also very anxious to do Albuquerque
harm. These intrigues must have been seething throughout
1514, but the fleet that reached India in September brought
no hint of them,

Albuquerque had a most attractive programme for the
coming year. He would leave as early as possible in force,
make for the straits, capturing Aden on the way, proceed
thence to Suez to destroy the Soldan's shipping there, and
after that down to the island of Dahlak, which he would